A  UNIVERSAL  PROVIDER
chickens, twenty ducks, great copper dishes, 3 feet in
diameter, piled high with rice. The serving-men were negroes,
who with their loose trousers tucked into their belts picked
their way across the great leather cloth on the ground, tearing
great pieces of hot meat from the carcasses with their bare
hands and placing them, with a hospitable smile, upon the
favoured guest's plate.'
A week later I wrote:
'I have abandoned diplomacy to Wratislaw, entrusted
surveys to Ryder, the maintenance of official records to
Hubbard, pounding aperients for camp followers to our
doctor, Pierpoint of the I.M.S., and camp discipline to
Lt. Brooks of the 18th Bengal lancers. I am now a cross
between a Commissary and a Transport Sergeant. The Turks
give me no trouble; the Russians and Persians regard me as
a local Mr. Whiteley, the Universal Provider. A kitten is
wanted by Madame Minorsky, a most accomplished young
bride; the Persians want cooking-pots and some uniform
cases of japanned iron with their names engraved on brass
plates in Persian as well as French. Madame wants Cooper's
Marmalade and as much in the way of tinned food as her
husband will allow her to take; the Persians want several
cases of Benedictine, and so on. These things take up more
time than greater matters, but probably matter more at
this stage.*
On March 12th I was able to write from the banks of
the River Tib, on the borders of Pusht-i-Kuh:
* We have demarcated nearly 250 miles of frontier already
and I have no reason to complain of our colleagues* Perhaps
because they have not been very comfortable they have now
put themselves in my hands as far as concerns camp sites and
the length of marches. All the 300-odd pack animals are m
my charge and all food contracts, which are working weD,
though we are 50 miles at least from the nearest small
township. Our meetings are lengthy, extending sometimes till
midnight, and the arbitral powers of the British and Russian
Commissioners have been freely used; for our Turkish and
Persian colleagues, armed with instructions from their
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